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Biography 
 
Briana Elyse Hunter began her 2017/2018 season as a second year Studio Artist with Michigan Opera Theatre.  Her mainstage work 

includes signing Giovanna in Rigoletto under the baton of Stephen Lord, and the larger than life role of Gertrude Stein in Ricky Ian 

Gordon’s 27.   This summer she makes her debut at Opera Theatre of St. Louis as Flora in La traviata lead by Patricia Racette in her 

directorial debut and Pvt. Stanton in the world premiere of An American Soldier. 

 

In 2014 she created the role of Rachel in the world premiere of Harriet Tubman: When I Crossed That Line to Freedom, and the role of 

Play by Play in the world premiere of Bum Phillips! with Monk Parrot, Inc. at LaMama Experimental Theater (a role she reprised in 

2015 in TX).  Later that spring she competed as a Lotte Lenya Competition finalist (for a second time) and took home the Lys 

Symonette award.  That summer she worked closely with Marilyn Horne and sang her very first Carmen in the eponymously titled opera 

with Music Academy of the West in Santa Barbara, CA to rave reviews saying “Hunter consistently displayed impressive fluidity in her 

flawless “Habanera” and “Seguidilla.”   

 

In 2015 she sang her first Mercédès in Knoxville Opera’s production of Carmen, and in March reprised the title role of Carmen in La 

tragédie de Carmen with Opera in the Heights in Houston, TX.  That summer she joined Santa Fe Opera as an Apprentice Artist 

covering the role of Lucinda in the world premiere of Jennifer Higdon’s Cold Mountain, and performed the role of Guilietta in Les contes 

d’Hoffmann in the scenes showcase.  

 

In addition to returning to Santa Fe Opera in 2016, she reprised the role of Mercédès in two productions of Carmen.  The first with El 

Paso Opera in February and the next with Michigan Opera Theater where she performed as a studio artist for the 2016-17 season.  

Other roles at MOT included Jo Little Women, Wowkle in La fanciulla del West, and Madeleine Audebert in Silent Night.  This past 

summer she joined the roster at the Glimmerglass Festival performing the role of Annie in Porgy and Bess and covering Arsamenes in 

Xerxes.  

 

Ms. Hunter holds a M.M. from Manhattan School of Music and a B.A. from Davidson College.  Briana Elyse Hunter hails from Malvern, 

Pennsylvania and currently resides in New York City. 

 Briana Elyse Hunter 
 Mezzo-soprano 

 
 

Brelyse2686@gmail.com 

www.brianaelysehunter.com 

(610) 256-2587   
  


